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This Resort Is Turning Sicily’s Sleepy Val di Noto
into Italy’s Next Hot Spot

Dimora delle Balze has risen from the rubble of an ancient Sicilian masseria.

BY SARA MAGRO ON SEPTEMBER 13, 201/ nunm
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Forget Puglia. Italy’s best-kept secret is the southeastern corner of Sicily known as Val di Noto. Rather
new to tourism, it's still unspoiled, with a wealth of early-Roman ruins, baroque monuments, and white
beaches spread across a serene countryside. And now, with the arrival of Dimora delle Balze, the region
has a new benchmark for hospitality.

Located in the countryside between Noto and Palazzolo Acreide, the long-abandoned 19th-century
massena (traditionally, a sort of farmhouse or lodging found within a larger estate) has been given new life
thanks to fashion and design entrepreneur Pinon Lops, who purchased the property in 2009. Eight years
later, the estate is at last a masterpiece complete.
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For a hotel group with a giobal reputation for uncompromising excellence, it may come as a
surprise to discover that a Peninsula hotel exists in only 10 cities. But, ah, what cities! These
are lconic destinations, and The Peninsula Is atways In...
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Rising from the Ruins

BY SARA MAGRO ON SEPTEMBER 13, 2017
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Dimora delle Balze
Photo: Courtesy Dimora delle Balze exterior

Opened as a luxury hotel in June, Dimora delle Balze features three cortiles, or courtyards—each part of
the original masseria and masterfully renovated according to the local rural architecture. Interior designers
Draga Obradovic, Stefano Guidotti, and Cristina Piccinelli modernized and updated the crumbling
structures but took great pains to retain the historic atmosphere throughout. The rustic cobblestone
pavement and stone benches evoke a sense of history.
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For a hotel group with a global reputation for uncompromising excellence, it may come as a
surprise to discover that a Peninsula hotel exists in only 10 cities. But, ah, what cities! These ‘
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Old Meets New
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